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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF PHILIP, SOUTH DAKOTA 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 

MARCH 17, 2025 

 

The Philip City Council met in special session on Monday, March 17, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. in the 

Community Room of the Haakon Co. Courthouse for the purpose of meeting as a Board of Equalization. 

Board members present were Mayor Brit Miller; Council Members Marty Gartner, Greg Arthur, Scott 

Pinney, Marion Matt; and Haakon School District 27-1 Board Member Jari Spry. Also present were the 

following: City Administrator Brittany Smith, Administrative Assistant Cheyenne Fortune, and Haakon 

Co. Deputy Director of Equalization Katrina Gartner. 

 

Absent: Council Members Terri Pelle and Tiana Weber. 

 

The board convened as the Local Board of Equalization and opened the meeting with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

Mayor Miller introduced Haakon Co. Deputy Director of Equalization (DOE), Katrina Gartner. 

 

Gartner reported the City’s preliminary growth for 2025 at $320,979 with the majority ($286,970) 

reflecting one-fifth or 20% of the assessed valuations in accordance with the city’s adopted discretionary 

taxation ordinance. The county-wide growth was $4,473,402. Said growth is for the 2025 taxes payable in 

2026.  

 

Filed Property Assessment Objections for 2025 (taxes payable in 2026): 

Dexter Buchman (parcel #8852): current land assessment - $8,294; current building assessment - $95,758; 

total assessment - $104,052. Property owner recommendation: land - $10,000; building - $35,000; total - 

$45,000. DOE’s recommendation: land – no change; building – $69,996; total – $78,290. Motion was 

made by Pinney, seconded by Matt to approve the DOE’s recommended change in the valuation for said 

parcel #8852. Motion carried.  

 

It was noted that the County’s equalization meeting will be held on April 8, 2025.  

 

With no further business to come before the Local Board of Equalization, the meeting was declared 

adjourned at 4:06 p.m. 

 

City Council  

Motion was made by Matt, seconded by Arthur to reconvene as the City Council. Motion carried.  

 

Airport Runway Reconstruction Project: 

Council discussed the impact that the project will have on the farm ground lease. It was noted that 

approximately 30+/- acres will not be farmable during fiscal year 2025. 

 

Following, motion was made by Matt, seconded by Gartner to issue a refund the Darin Naescher, Farm 

Ground Lessee, in the amount of $43.69 per acre for the farm ground impacted due to the construction 

project. Motion carried. 

 

Council then discussed the impact that the project will have on the airport hangar users as the airport will 

be closed for the duration of the project. The estimated timeframe from start to completion is Mar. 10th to 

Aug. 25. 2025.  

 

Following, motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to discount the monthly hangar space by 

fifty percent while the airport is closed for the construction project. Motion carried.  
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Airport Fueling System: 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Arthur to approve the new Subscription Agreement with 

QTPod for the airport fueling system and authorize prepayment for a five-year period as presented. 

Motion carried.  

 

4H Club Request: 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Matt to approve the local 4H Club’s to display their fair 

projects in the 175 S. Center Ave. property’s front window during Scotty Philip Days contingent upon the 

city still owning said property. Motion carried. 

 

Public Comments:  

None. 

 

With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Miller declared the meeting adjourned at 

4:14 p.m. 

 

 

/s/ Brit Miller, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

/s/ Brittany Smith, City Administrator 

 

(Published once on March 27, 2025 at approximate cost of $_________) 


