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CITY OF PHILIP COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

REGULAR MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 2, 2025 

 

A regular meeting of the Philip City Council was held on Tuesday, September 2, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Community Room of the Haakon Co. Courthouse. Present were Mayor Marion Matt, Council Members 

Terri Pelle, Greg Arthur, Beau Ravellette, Marty Gartner, Tiana Weber, and Scott Pinney. Also present 

were City Administrator Brittany Smith, Finance Officer Monna Van Lint, and Chief of Police Ben Buls.  

 

Absent: None 

 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Motion was made by Gartner, seconded by Arthur to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Pelle, seconded by Pinney to approve the minutes of the last meeting as published. 

Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve the payment of the bills from the 

appropriated funds as listed below. Motion carried with Arthur abstaining from the payment to Curt 

Arthur. 

 

Gross Salaries – Aug. 29, 2025: Admin - $5666.67; Finance - $4376.66; Public Works - $13173.31; 

Police - $9187.50; Rubble Site - $222.00; Swimming Pool - $8531.04; Econ Develop - $1526.50; Water - 

$1770.00 

 

Colonial Life Employee Supplemental Ins 8/25 88.65 

Credit Collections Bureau  Garnishment 8/25  200.86 

EFTPS SS/MC/WH 8/25  9434.36 

SDRS  Employee Retirement 8/25                 4468.40  

SDSRP     Sup Retirement 8/25          100.00 

 

ACH Payments: 

Century Business Products Copier Maint 7-8/25 53.96 

Delta Dental Dental Ins 9/25 855.40 

Optilegra Vision Ins 9/25 107.00 

World Fuel Services/Ascent AIR Fuel Fee 9/25  30.00 

WR/LJ Rural Water Systems 3,667,000 gals 8/25 5683.85  

 Contract Min. 8/25 2500.00 

 AIR Water 8/25 40.00 

  South Shop Water 8/25        20.00 

 

Airport Improvement Projects: 

Aaron Swan & Assoc Inc Runway Testing 7-8/25  10904.00 

Helms & Assoc. Master Plan/ALP Eng 8/23/25  5117.26   

  Runway Eng 8/23/25  121484.81  

  SRE Eng 8/23/25  250.00   

Morris Inc. Runway Pay #6 thru 8/23/25  1639000.84  

 

Infrastructure Projects: 

H&W Contracting LLC Kroetch Add Pay #4 6/26-8/22/25 135850.05 
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  Stewart/NE Pay #5 7/27-8/22/25  229717.80 

SPN & Assoc Kroetch Add Eng thru 8/23/25  5203.30  

  Stewart Ave Eng thru 8/23/25  10924.89  

 

This Month's Bills: 

4E Foods Pool Resale 8/25 59.37 

Berry, Ryon Cust Dep Refund 9/25 42.84 

Buhmann Napa Supplies 7/25 497.17 

Buls, William Uni Reimb 8/25 80.69 

CHS River Plains LP/Supplies 8/25 3294.57 

Core & Main LP Supplies/Resale/Meters 7-8/25 3520.35 

Cox, Brittanie Cust Dep Refund 9/25 4.42 

Filipiak, Kylie LG Reimb 9/25 210.00 

Furnival, Blaise LG Reimb 9/25 210.00 

Haakon Co Treasurer Office Rent 9/25 500.00 

Health Pool of SD Health Ins 9/25 12970.25 

HCS LLC AIR Maint 8/25 100.00 

Joens, Seth Cust Dep Refund 9/25 53.98 

Kennedy Implement Repairs/Supplies 7/25 560.78  

Kieffer Sanitation 377 Residential Collections 8/25 9425.00 

Lookout Plan + Code Consulting LLC Bldg Review 8/25 165.68 

Lurz, Copper LG Recert Reimb 9/25 150.00 

MG Oil Co Fuel 7/25 380.48 

Northwest Pipe Fittings Inc Supplies 8/25 333.98 

Parsons, Morgan Cust Dep Refund 9/25 6.07 

Peterson, Kale WSI Reimb 2025 100.00  

Philip Hardware Supplies 8/25 404.73 

Philip Standard Fuel 7/25 141.80 

Pioneer Review Publishing 8/25 108.43 

Qualified Presort Service LLC Billing/Postage 8/25 366.46 

Radarsign Batteries 8/25 2580.00 

Rush, Mary “Gayle” PD LG/WSI Volunteer 2025 575.00 

SDARWS Dues 2025 525.00 

SD Dept of Ag & Nat Resources  Schoniger Exam Fee 11/25 60.00 

SD Dept of Revenue Sales Tax Payable 8/25 885.06 

 Pool Testing 7-8/25 80.00 

Sontech LLC ’25 PD Explorer Equip 6/25 25434.93 

Terkildsen, Drew LG Recert/WSI Reimb 2025 250.00 

The Philip Pit Stop Fuel 7-8/25 789.24  

TranSource Truck & Equipment Brooms 8/25 750.59 

US Bank  5727.14 

Amazon Supplies/Uni 7-8/25 540.05 

AT&T Cell Phone 7/25 290.58  

Golden West  Telephone/Internet 8/25 704.83  

Microsoft Office FO/PD 365 8/25 63.76 

USPS Postage 8/25 11.10 

Verizon W AMR 8/25 80.04 

West Central Electric  Electric 6/25 4036.78  

Vetter, Doreen LG Recert Reimb 9/25 150.00 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Total Bills  $2,239,237.17 
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Old Business:  

None. 

 

New Business: 

Kroetch Addition Development Project: 

Motion was made by Ravellette, seconded by Pinney to approve the Kroetch Addition Pay Request #4 to 

H&W Contracting LLC in the amount of $135,850.05. Motion carried. 

 

Council discussed city ordinance #7-403.1, regarding the requirement for sidewalk installations within 12 

months following new residential construction as this would apply to the Kroetch Addition development 

lots. It was mentioned that the council has the option to approve a variance for the entire development 

(e.g., require sidewalks once 51% occupied) or consider individual requests from future property owners.  

 

No action was taken.  

 

Discussion on the advertising and marketing of the Kroetch Addition lots including that of a billboard. It 

was reported that a 12’ by 24’ billboard sign with a wood frame is estimated to cost $22,400. This 

includes the frame and sign by Barry Knutson and posts from West Central Electric. A steel frame would 

increase the cost by approximately $12,200. 

 

CA Smith will solicit other quotes for a billboard sign and report back to the council. 

 

Stewart Ave/NE Sewer Projects: 

Motion was made by Gartner, seconded by Ravellette to approve the Stewart Ave/NE Sewer Construction 

Pay Request #5 to H&W Contracting LLC in the amount of $229,717.80. Motion carried. 

 

Airport Runway Project: 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve the Airport Runway Reconstruction Project 

Change Order #1 in the amount of ($50,698.95). Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Pelle to approve the Airport Runway Reconstruction Project 

Pay Request #6 to Morris Inc. in the amount of $1,639,000.84. Motion carried. 

 

It was also reported that the airport runway project final inspection is scheduled for Sept. 15th with 

reopening anticipated the following day or soon after.  

 

Airport Snow Removal Equipment (SRE) Acquisition Project: 

Council was advised that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) approved the Buy America Waiver 

for the SRE equipment as bid by RDO Equipment. The purchase equipment for said SRE has also been 

submitted.  

 

CA Smith informed the Council that she has been in contact with Travis Solberg, Butler Machinery 

Company’s Chief Financial Officer, regarding collection of their surety bid bond that is still in the city’s 

possession from their 2024 bid award. 

 

Airport Layout/Master Plan Project: 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve both Financial Agreements with the SD 

Dept. of Transportation for the Airport Layout/Master Plan Project (BIL# 3-46-0043-019-2025 / AIP#3-

46-0043-020-2025), and authorize the mayor’s signature thereon. It was noted that this includes project 

funding from the State in the amount of 2.5% of the total eligible project costs for each one--not to exceed 

$7,400 (same as local share). Motion carried with all members voting aye.  
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Building/Flood Plain Dev. Permits: 

Marty Gartner – lot leveling/grading; Don Poss – garage addition (tabled 8/4/25); and Patrick Seager – 

house addition (tabled 8/4/25). 

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve Poss and Seager’s permits. Motion carried.  

 

Motion was made by Ravellette, seconded by Arthur to approve Gartner’s permit as presented. Motion 

carried with Gartner abstaining. 

 

Departmental Reports:     

 

Administration 

Council reviewed the surplus equipment results from the Purplewave auction that closed on Aug. 19, 

2025. It was reported that the general fund fixed assets sold for a total of $6,285.00. 

 

Motion was made by Pelle, seconded by Weber to approve the following Resolution #2025-10 as 

presented. Motion carried with all members voting aye. 

 

RESOLUTION #2025-10 

2026 CAPITAL OUTLAY ACCUMULATIONS 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Philip, South Dakota, has determined that improvements, 

equipment, land and buildings are necessary to preserve, upgrade and maintain the general fund 

operations of the City; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Philip has determined that there are not sufficient funds 

within the general fund to proceed with said general fund improvements, equipment, land and buildings; 

and,  

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Philip, the authority of SDCL 9-21-14.1, authorizes the 

accumulation of funds for capital outlay purposes to make general fund improvements, equipment, land 

and buildings; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Philip acknowledges that, according to SDCL 9-21-14.2, the 

accumulations must be expended within sixty months from the date of resolution establishing said 

accumulations and any accumulated funds deemed no longer necessary shall revert to the general fund; 

and,  

 

WHEREAS, as required by SDCL 9-21-14.1 and 9-21-14.2, City Council of the City of Philip 

establishes that the maximum amount of the total general fund capital outlay accumulations shall not 

exceed $750,000.00; and,  

 

WHEREAS, according to the standard accounting principles as established by the South Dakota 

Department of Legislative Audit by the direction of South Dakota Codified Law, said capital outlay 

accumulations shall be a part of the general fund as an assigned cash account;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Philip, South Dakota, 

that capital outlay accumulations in the general fund be assigned in fiscal year 2026 as follows: municipal 

buildings and improvements thereto $0.00; street department equipment $0.00; police department 

equipment $0.00; airport equipment and improvements $0.00; swimming pool equipment and 
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improvements $0.00; and, rubble site land and improvements $0.00. Total assigned cash for 2026 is 

estimated at $0.00.  

 

Total general fund assigned cash account balance for 2026, is therefore estimated at $420,856.48. They 

are estimated as follows: municipal buildings and improvements thereto $228,650.00; street department 

equipment and improvements $10,134.00; police department equipment and improvements $12,419.00; 

airport equipment and improvements $8,245.50; swimming pool equipment and improvements 

$31,513.06; and, rubble site land and improvements $129,894.92 (also includes the rubble site surcharge 

established on 11/03/2003). 

 

Approved this 2nd day of September 2025. 

       /s/ Marion Matt, Mayor   

ATTEST:  

 

/s/ Monna Van Lint, Finance Officer 

 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Gartner to approve the second reading of Ordinance #2025-11, 

2026 Municipal Appropriations. This reflects maintaining the same property tax request as in 2024 and 

2025, and banking 8.9% of CPI (loss of 3.0% CPI from 2022). Motion carried with all members voting 

aye. 

 

Motion was made by Pelle, seconded by Weber to approve Optilegra vision insurance renewal for the 

policy period of Dec. 1, 2025, to Nov. 30, 2026. Said renewal reflects a zero increase to the monthly 

premiums. Motion carried.  

 

Airport 

It was reported that the new airport fuel tank is anticipated to be installed during the week of Sept. 15, 

2025. 

 

Motion was made by Gartner, seconded by Pinney to approve the Federal Aviation Administration 

Federal Grant Preapplication for fiscal year 2026 which reflects no projects and authorize the mayor’s 

signature the Project Validation Form. Motion carried. 

 

Election 

Council reviewed HB1130 which changes city election date options, effective Jan. 1, 2026. It was noted 

that the city currently holds elections on the 2nd Tuesday in April if needed and combines with the school. 

The above law removes the option to host elections in April—requires that elections be held in June or 

November. Options for future elections were discussed. 

 

No action was taken at this time.  

 

Fire 

Motion was made by Ravellette, seconded by Arthur by Pinney to approve Brodie Puhlman as a junior 

volunteer. Motion carried. 

 

Parks 

Concerns for inappropriate behavior and other potential liabilities in the community parks were voiced. It 

was mentioned that other communities have restrictions on when parks can be occupied (e.g., 5:00 am to 

10:00 pm except for approved events). 
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Following, CA Smith was directed to draft an ordinance for consideration regarding the above 

information.  

 

Police 

The monthly report was reviewed. 

 

Street 

The quarterly report was reviewed.  

 

Motion was made by Gartner, seconded by Arthur to table the purchase of a new street sweeper until 

more information is available. Motion carried.  

 

No action was taken on Brian Jankord’s request for a building encroachment easement as it was not 

presented for consideration.  

 

Council reviewed a request from Golden West Telecommunications regarding permit requirements in 

public right-of-ways.  

 

By general consensus of the Council, the city will update Ordinance #7-201 and #7-201.1 per the 

engineer’s recommendation prior to responding to Golden West’s request. The first reading will take 

place during the October meeting.  

 

Swimming Pool 

The 2025 season report was reviewed.  

 

Water 

The water loss for the month of August 2025 was reported at 5.24%. 

 

Training/Travel: 

CA Smith will be attending the SDML Annual Conference Sept. 30th – Oct. 3rd in Pierre.  

 

Public Comments:  

None.  

 

No executive session called.  

 

In Other Business: 

Monna Van Lint was recognized for her 30 years of service as the City of Philip Finance Officer.  

 

The next Regular Council Meeting will be held on Monday, Oct. 6th at 7:00 p.m. in the Community 

Room.  

 

With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Matt declared the meeting adjourned at 8:02 

p.m.     

      

       /s/ Marion Matt, Mayor 

 

 

/s/ Brittany Smith, City Administrator 

(Published once on September 11, 2025, at approximate cost of $_________) 


