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CITY OF PHILIP COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

REGULAR MEETING 

MAY 5, 2025 

 

A regular meeting of the Philip City Council was held on Monday, May 5, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Community Room of the Haakon Co. Courthouse. Present were Mayor Brit Miller, Council Members 

Marion Matt, Marty Gartner, Greg Arthur, Tiana Weber, Scott Pinney, and Terri Pelle. Also present were 

City Administrator Brittany Smith, Chief of Police Ben Buls, City Attorney Stephanie Trask; Floren & 

Debbie Falzone; and later, Cassie Wendt.  

  

Absent: None. 

 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Matt, seconded by Pelle to approve the minutes of the last meeting as published. 

Motion carried. 

 

Motion was then made by Matt, seconded by Arthur to approve the payment of the bills from the 

appropriated funds as listed below. Motion carried. 

 

Gross Salaries – Apr. 30, 2025: Admin - $5666.67; Finance - $6146.66; Police - $9187.50; Rubble Site - 

$37.00; Econ Develop - $559.00; Sewer - $13173.31  

 

Colonial Life Employee Supplemental Ins 5/25 88.65 

Credit Collections Bureau  Garnishment 5/25  200.86 

EFTPS SS/MC/WH 5/25  7613.42 

SDRS  Employee Retirement 5/25                 4468.40  

SDSRP Sup Retirement 5/25  100.00 

 

ACH Payments: 

Century Business Products  Copier Maint 3-4/25    52.01  

Corporate Trust – US Bank  SRF #6 Pay #20 5/25    4917.84 

     SRF #7 Pay #20 5/25    5766.78 

Delta Dental    Dental Ins 5/25     855.40 

Optilegra    Vision Ins 5/25     107.00 

World Fuel Services/Ascent AIR Fuel Fee 5/25  30.00 

WR/LJ Rural Water Systems  2,182,000 gals 4/25    3382.10  

     Contract Min. 4/25    2500.00 

     AIR Water 4/25     42.70 

  South Shop Water 4/25        20.00 

 

Airport Improvement Projects: 

Helms & Assoc. Runway Eng 4/19/25  66635.71   

Morris Inc. Runway Pay #2 thru 4/26/25  203133.60 

  

Improvement Projects: 

H&W Contracting LLC Kroetch Add Pay #2 3/22-4/25/25 472889.62  

  Stewart/NE Pay #1 4/16-4/25/25  65801.25  

SPN & Assoc Kroetch Add Eng 3/23-4/26/25  42973.88 
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  NE Sewer Eng thru 4/26/25  5480.94  

 

Regular Bills: 

AMERIFORMS   Supplies 4/25     283.00 

Associated Supply Company Inc Pool Maint 4/25     593.60 

Bierschbach Equip & Supply  Repairs 4/25     1141.00 

Brant’s Electric LLC   MB Lighting/Repairs 4/25   1077.36 

Buhmann Napa    Supplies/Repairs 3-4/25    302.35 

Buls, William    Travel Reimb 4/25    266.20 

Grossenburg Implement   DOT Insp 4/25     86.70 

Haakon Co Treasurer   Office Rent 5/25    500.00 

     AIR Door 4/25     300.00 

Haakon Co Young Women  Adv 2025     13.00 

Hanson Oil     Fuel/Supplies 4/25    867.28 

Health Pool of SD   Health Ins 5/25     12970.25 

Hoag Diesel Service   Truck Repairs 4/25    1261.49 

Hometown Computer Service LLC IT 4/25      524.00 

Jenner Equipment   Repairs 4/25     331.47 

Kieffer Sanitation   377 Residential Collections 4/25   5379.79  

Knight, Jim or Dawn   UB Credit 5/25     2.35 

Lookout Plan + Code Consulting LLC Bldg/Code Review 4/25    900.00 

Petty Cash    Pool 5/25     75.00 

Philip Hardware    Supplies 4/25     97.23  

Philip Motor Inc   Supplies/Repairs 4/25    146.26 

Philip Standard    Fuel 4/25     151.55  

Pioneer Review    Publishing 4/25     533.23 

Ramkota Hotel Shipp    SDWWA Room 4/25    136.00 

SD Dept of Revenue   Sales Tax Payable 4/25    456.89 

     Water Testing 3/25    15.00 

SD Gov’t Finance Officer Assoc  Conf Reg 4/25     75.00 

SD Gov’t Human Resource Assoc Conf Reg 4/25     50.00 

Shipp, Robert    Mileage/Meal Reimb 4/25   134.40 

The Lodge at Deadwood  Buls Conf Room 4/25    315.00 

The Philip Pit Stop   Fuel 4/25     103.82 

US Bank          10754.52 

Advanced Graphix Inc   PD Graphics 4/25 656.25 

Amazon    Supplies/Uni 3-4/25 673.92 

AT&T     Cell Phone 3/25 225.67  

Golden West     Telephone/Internet 4/25 647.30  

Kieffer Aquatics   Pool Supplies 4/25 99.64 

Microsoft Office   FO/PD 365 4/25 64.06 

QT POD    Support 5/25-4/30 4780.00 

USPS     Postage 4/25 6.00 

Verizon     W AMR 4/25 80.02 

West Central Electric   Electric 2/25 3521.66 

Vadim Municipal Software Inc Asyst Flexnet Maint 6/25-6/26  148.15 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Total Expenditures – 5/5/2025              $914,580.72 

 

Old Business: None.  
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Council adjourned and reconvened as the new Council for 2025/2026. 

Certificates of Election were presented, and oaths of office were taken by the following individuals: 

Council Members: Scott Pinney in Ward I; Marion Matt in Ward II; Terri Pelle in Ward III; and, Tiana 

Weber in Ward III (1 year term).  

 

Miller then presented the following Council Committee Appointments for 2025/2026. It was noted that 

the first person listed is the head of the committee. 

 

AIRPORT BUDGET BUILDING GARBAGE HEALTH/REC  NUISANCE 

Pinney  Matt  Matt  Pelle  Weber   Pelle   

Arthur  Pinney  Gartner  Matt  Pinney   Pinney 

Pelle  Weber  Arthur  Weber  Pelle   Matt 

 

POLICE SAFETY STREET WATER/SEWER 

Arthur  Gartner  Gartner  Pinney 

Weber  Pelle  Arthur  Gartner 

Gartner  Weber   Matt  Arthur 

 

Mayor Miller then opened the floor for nominations for the Council President and Vice President for 

2025/2026.  

  

Motion was made by Gartner, seconded by Arthur to nominate Matt to the position of Council President 

and cease nominations. A unanimous ballot was cast to elect Matt as Council President for 2025/2026. 

Motion carried. 

  

Motion was made by Matt, seconded by Pinney to nominate Gartner to the position of Council Vice 

President and cease nominations. A unanimous ballot was cast to elect Gartner as Council Vice President 

for 2025/2026. Motion carried. 

 

New Business: 

 

Infrastructure Projects: 

Motion was made by Matt, seconded by Gartner to approve the Kroetch Addition Construction Pay 

Request #2 to H&W Contracting LLC in the amount of $472,889.62. Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Gartner to approve the amended Kroetch Addition 

Development Agreement with Philip Charities along with the Kroetch Addition Lot Sale Process 

Checklist as presented. Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Pelle to approve the Kroetch Addition Declaration of 

Restrictions as presented and to be recorded in the office of the Haakon Co. Register of Deeds. Motion 

carried. 

 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Matt to approve the Stewart Ave/NE Sewer Construction Pay 

Request #1 to H&W Contracting LLC in the amount of $65,801.25. Motion carried. 

 

Airport Projects: 

An updated construction schedule for the runway project was reviewed. 

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve the Airport Runway Reconstruction Project 

Pay Request #2 to Morris Inc. in the amount of $203,133.60. Motion carried. 
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Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Plan: 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Weber to approve submitting a Letter of Commitment to 

participate in the Haakon County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan update. Motion carried. 

 

7:10 pm, Public Hearing – Malt Beverage Licenses: 

As previously advertised, a public hearing was held on the request of the following establishments for 

Malt Beverage Licenses for 2025/2026: 

  

BMT, Inc., 73 Bar & Lounge - On/Off Sale & SD Farm Wine (RB); Bottle & Veterinary Supply - 

On/Off Sale Malt Beverage & SD Farm Wine (RB); Ginnys, LLC, ginnys – On/Off Sale & SD 

Farm Wine (RB); Kooks, LLC, Kooks – On/Off Sale & SD Farm Wine (RB); MG Oil Company - 

Corner Pantry #20 Philip – On/Off Sale & SD Farm Wine (RB); MG Oil Company – Homestead 

Casino – On/Off Sale & SD Farm Wine (RB); Retail Management Systems, Inc., The Philip Pit 

Stop - On/Off Sale & SD Farm Wine (RB); and, Rock & Roll Lanes, Inc., Rock & Roll Lanes – 

On/Off Sale & SD Farm Wine (RB). 

  

With no one appearing for or against the requested licenses, motion was made by Matt, seconded by 

Pinney to approve the above Malt Beverage Licenses for 2025/2026 contingent upon fees and property 

taxes being paid. Motion carried. 

 

Building/Flood Plain Dev. Permits: 

Haakon County – temporary storage unit; Mike Moses – house with attached garage at 206 Prairie Dr.; 

Mike Moses – house with attached garage and retaining wall at 208 Prairie Dr.; Gary Stephenson – 

demolish and remove old trailer house. 

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Matt to approve the above permits as presented except for 

Mike Moses’ permits being approved contingent upon compliance with city ordinances and all 

regulations set forth by Building Consultant Tom Paisley. Motion carried.  

 

7:15 pm, Public Hearing – Variance Request: 
As advertised, a public hearing was held on the following variance request filed by Gabe & Jami Gropper 

for the property legally described as Lots 1, 2 & 3, Block 16, Original Town, City of Philip, Haakon 

County, SD. 

 

City Ordinance #11-1903.5(6), Type II Manufactured Home Lots, Regulations - Application has 

been made to occupy property with a 2001 28’x60’ Manufactured Home. 

 

Mayor Miller called for any comments from the floor, either for or against, said variance request.  

 

Following review and with no comment’s forthcoming, motion was made by Matt, seconded by Arthur to 

approve the requested variance as presented above. Motion carried.  

 

Motion was then made by Matt, seconded by Gartner to approve Gabe & Jami Gropper’s permit for a 

2001 manufactured home and retaining wall improvements on the above described property as presented. 

Motion carried.  

 

Departmental Reports: 

 

Administration 
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Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve the 2024 Annual Financial Report. It has 

also been submitted to the SD Dept. of Legislative Audit and scheduled for publication next week. 

Motion carried. 

 

Police Dept. 

The monthly report was reviewed with Chief Buls.  

 

Street Dept. 

The monthly report was reviewed. 

 

Swimming Pool 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Weber to approve the 2025 pool hours, swimming lesson 

schedule, rates, and policies. Motion carried. (A copy of this information is on file in the city office and 

posted on the website.) 

 

Motion was then made by Arthur, seconded by Pelle to approve the following as the 2025 swimming pool 

personnel and salaries per the Health/Rec. Committee’s recommendation. Employment offer is contingent 

upon current certifications and pre-employment screening. The WSI hourly rate shall only apply if the 

employee obtains Water Safety Instruction (WSI) certification in 2025. Motion carried. 

                      

         Baylor Burns, Fill-in Lifeguard - $15.00/hr; with WSI $15.50/hr 

 Creston Burns, Lifeguard - $15.50/hr; with WSI $16.00/hr 

 Blaise Furnival, Lifeguard - $14.00/hr; with WSI $14.50/hr 

Debbie Hansen, Volunteer Lifeguard 

 Brady Heltzel, Manager/Lifeguard/WSI/Water Aerobics - $19.00/hr 

 Jackie Heltzel, Fill-in Lifeguard - $15.00/hr 

 Evan Henrie, Lifeguard - $14.50/hr; with WSI $15.00/hr 

Copper Lurz, WSI Asst – $15.00/hr 

 Kale Peterson, Lifeguard/WSI - $15.00/hr 

 Cylver Pinney, WSI Instructor - $18.00/hr 

 Mary “Gayle” Rush, Paid Volunteer Lifeguard/WSI - $575.00/season 

 Alyn Spry, Lifeguard/WSI - $16.00/hr 

Drew Terkildsen, Lifeguard/WSI - $16.00/hr 

 Doreen Vetter, Volunteer Lifeguard/Fill-in Water Aerobics  

Mallory Vetter, Fill-in Lifeguard/WSI - $16.00/hr 

 

Water Dept.  

The monthly report was reviewed which noted a water loss of 3.5% for the month of April. 

 

Training/Travel: 

CA Smith will be attending the SDML Board meeting on May 29th-30th in Wall. 

 

FO Van Lint will be attending the 2025 SDML Human Resource and Finance Officer School on June 

10th–13th in Pierre. 

 

Executive Session:   

At 7:23 p.m., motion was made by Matt, seconded by Arthur to enter into executive session per SDCL 1-

25-2(3), legal. Gartner was excused for a portion of the executive session. Motion carried.  

  

At 8:04 p.m., motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Pinney to come out of executive session with the 

following action:   
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No action was taken with regard to the matter involving the White Avenue properties. Mayor Miller 

appointed Council Member Pelle to replace Council Member Gartner on the Street Committee for the 

limited purpose of this matter. 

 

Public Comments:  

None. 

 

In Other Business: 

City offices will be closed May 26th in observance of the legal holiday. 

 

The next regular meeting will be held on Thursday, June 5th at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room of the 

Haakon Co. Courthouse. 

 

With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Miller declared the meeting adjourned at 

8:07 p.m. 

 

        

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

Brit Miller, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Brittany Smith, City Administrator 

 

(Published once on May 15, 2025, at approximate cost of $_________) 


