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CITY OF PHILIP COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

REGULAR MEETING 

JUNE 5, 2025 

 

A regular meeting of the Philip City Council was held on Thursday, June 5, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Community Room of the Haakon Co. Courthouse. Present were Mayor Brit Miller, Council Members 

Marion Matt, Marty Gartner, Terri Pelle, Tiana Weber, Greg Arthur, and Scott Pinney. Also, present were 

City Administrator Brittany Smith, Finance Officer Monna Van Lint, Public Works Maintenance Robert 

Shipp, City Attorney Stephanie Trask, Brooke Edgar with Helms & Associates; and later, Chief of Police 

Ben Buls. 

  

Absent: None. 

 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Motion was made by Matt, seconded by Gartner to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Pinney to approve the minutes of the last meeting as published. 

Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Matt to approve the payment of the bills from the appropriated 

funds as listed below. Motion carried. 

 

Gross Salaries – May 30, 2025: Admin - $5666.67; Finance - $6196.66; Police - $9187.50; Rubble Site - 

$407.00; Econ Develop - $860.00; Sewer - $13173.31  

 

Colonial Life Employee Supplemental Ins 5/25 88.65 

Credit Collections Bureau  Garnishment 5/25  200.86 

EFTPS SS/MC/WH 5/25  7728.40 

SDRS  Employee Retirement 5/25                 4474.40  

SDSRP Sup Retirement 5/25  100.00 

 

Add’l Bills – Apr. 2025: 

Philip Motor Inc ’25 PD Ford Explorer  49790.00 

 

ACH Payments: 

Century Business Products  Copier Maint 4-5/25    60.44  

Delta Dental    Dental Ins 6/25     855.40 

Optilegra    Vision Ins 6/25     107.00 

World Fuel Services/Ascent AIR Fuel Fee 6/25  30.00 

WR/LJ Rural Water Systems  3,464,000 gals 5/25    5369.20 

     Contract Min. 5/25    2500.00 

     AIR Water 5/25     40.00 

  South Shop Water 5/25        20.00 

 

Airport Improvement Projects: 

Helms & Assoc. Runway Eng 5/17/25  58874.81   

Morris Inc. Runway Pay #3 thru 5/24/25  177794.37 

  

Improvement Projects: 

CSDED ½ CDBG Adm Fee Stewart/NE Sewer 17500.00 
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H&W Contracting LLC Stewart/NE Pay #2 4/26-5/30/25  83638.57 

Haakon Co Register of Deeds Kroetch Add Dec Restrictions Recording 30.00 

SPN & Assoc Kroetch Add Eng thru 5/24/25  4658.58   

  NE Sewer Eng thru 5/24/25  3582.92 

 

Regular Bills: 

4E Foods    Pool Resale 5/25    283.78 

Associated Supply Company Inc Pool Maint 5/25     633.17 

Bad River Law Prof LLC  Legal/Atty 4-5/25    1530.00 

Buhmann Napa    Repairs 5/25     10.09 

CHS River Plains   Supplies/LP 5/25    1380.31 

Gill-Bollinger, Parker   Cust Dep/Credit Refund 6/25   150.00 

Grossenburg Implement   Supplies 5/25     53.69 

Haakon Co Treasurer   Office Rent 6/25    500.00 

     ’25 PD Ford Exp Title/Lic 5/25   26.70 

Haakon School District 27-1  Open Gym Approp 2025   750.00 

Hanson Oil     Fuel/LP 5/25     1879.55 

Hawkins Inc    Chemical 5/25     1622.00 

Health Pool of SD   Health Ins 6/25     12970.25 

Hometown Computer Service LLC Park Camera Improv 5/25   1200.00 

Kennedy Implement    Repairs 4/25     335.53 

Kieffer Sanitation   379 Residential Collections 5/25   5408.33  

MG Oil Co    Fuel 4/25     327.19 

Northwest Pipe Fittings Inc  Repairs 5/25     1446.00 

Philip Building Center   Repairs 5/25     18.97 

Philip Hardware    Supplies/Equip/Repairs 5/25   514.73  

Philip Motor Inc   Repairs 5-6/25     2560.31  

Philip Standard    Fuel/Repairs 5/25    179.30 

Pioneer Review    Publishing 5/25     1453.53  

Qualified Presort Service LLC  Billing/Postage 5/25    335.39 

SD DANR    Drinking Water Fee 2025   600.00 

SD Dept of Revenue   Sales Tax Payable 5/25    721.66 

     Water Testing 5/25    15.00 

SD Drug & Alcohol Consortium  Testing 5/25     975.15 

SD Gov’t Finance Officer Assoc  Conf Reg 6/25     90.00 

SD PAA    Return Ins Credit 5/25    139.83 

SD State Plumbing Commission  Reckling License 2025    110.00 

Sew Mine Upholstery   PD Uni 4/25     12.00 

Smith, Brittany    Mileage Reimb 5/25    120.40 

Sonnel Technologies LLC  ’15 Ford Exp Equip Removal 5/25  995.00 

The Philip Pit Stop   Fuel 5/25     318.05 

Tiger’s Fire Extinguisher Inc  Supplies/Services 5/25    862.00 

US Bank          5747.78 

Amazon    Supplies/Uni/Equip/Repairs 5/25 1296.43 

AT&T     Cell Phone 4/25 225.67  

Golden West     Telephone/Internet 5/25 605.46  

Microsoft Office   FO/PD 365 5/25 64.06 

Playpass/QR.IO    Dues 5/25 54.00 

Travel      Meals 5/25 12.41 

Verizon      W AMR 5/25 80.02 

West Central Electric   Electric 3/25 3409.73 
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USPS  PO Box Dues 6/25  254.00 

Wohlenberg Ritzman & Co FY2024 Annual Report Prep  3900.00 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Total Expenditures – 06/05/25              $405,490.98 

 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Matt to authorize cancelling and reissuing lost check #35851 

payable to H&W Contracting LLC per SDCL 9-23-21. Motion carried.  

 

Old Business:  

None.  

 

New Business: 

Infrastructure Projects: 

The next pay request from H&W Contracting LLC for the Kroetch Addition project will be submitted in 

July 2025. 

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

with Philip Charites for the sale of the Kroetch Addition lots as presented. Said MOU replaces the 

Kroetch Addition Development Agreement approved during the May 5, 2025, meeting. Motion carried. 

  

Motion was made by Gartner, seconded by Arthur to approve the Stewart Ave/NE Sewer Construction 

Pay Request #2 to H&W Contracting LLC in the amount of $83,638.57. Motion carried. 

 

Airport Projects: 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Weber to approve the Airport Runway Reconstruction Project 

Pay Request #3 to Morris Inc. in the amount of $177,794.37. Motion carried. 

 

Brooke Edgar, Airport Engineer with Helms & Associates, provided an update on the project projects.  

 

Motion was made by Gartner, seconded by Pinney to approve rebidding the Snow Removal Equipment 

(SRE) Acquisition (AIP #3-46-0043-018-2024) with the bid opening date of June 18th in Gettysburg, SD. 

Said bid is being combined with De Smet and Gettysburg airports and will include separate contracts for 

each airport. Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to tentatively award the SRE Acquisition to the lowest 

bidder pending Buy America and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) funding approval. Motion 

carried.  

 

Motion was made by Matt, seconded by Arthur to authorize pursuing collection of the bid bond from 

Butler Machinery for nonperformance from the previous SRE Acquisition award in June 2024. Motion 

carried. 

 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Matt to approve the Airport Capital Improvement (CIP) Plan 

for fiscal year 2026 as presented. Motion carried. 

 

7:10 p.m., Bid Opening – Real Property at 175 S. Center Ave.: 

As advertised, the following bids were received and opened for the above referenced property legally 

described as Lot 8, Block 7, Original Town, City of Philip, Haakon County, South Dakota. Said property 

was appraised at an average value of $42,500 (land - $15,833.00 and structure - $26,666.67).  

 

 Miles Engelbert - $5,000.00 
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 Rav Printing, LLC - $7,000.00 

 Daniel Coy - $11,369.00 

  

Following, motion was made by Matt, seconded by Arthur to accept the high bid from Daniel Coy in the 

amount of $11,369.00. Motion carried with all members voting aye. 

 

7:15 pm, Public Hearing – Variance Request: 

As advertised, a public hearing was held on the following variance request filed by Philip Health 

Services, Inc. (PHSI) for the property legally described as Lots 3 & 4, Block 7, Michael McLaine 

Addition, City of Philip, Haakon County, SD.  
  

City Ordinance #11-601(a), Side Yard - Application has been made to occupy the required five 

foot (5’) side yard setback on the west side of the above property.  
 

Mayor Miller called for any comments from the floor, either for or against, said variance request.  

 

Discussion regarding the variance and proposed location of PHSI’s 6 unit townhouse on the property 

ensued. It was clarified that PHSI’s plans reflect the townhouse foundation set back of six foot from the 

west property line and sixteen feet from the east property line; the roof overhang will extend in the side 

yard requiring the variance.  

 

Following, motion was made by Matt, seconded by Weber to approve PHSI’s requested variance as 

presented above. Motion carried.  

 

Motion was then made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve PHSI’s building and flood plain 

development permits to construct a 6 unit townhouse as presented. Motion carried.  

 

The L/P Propane bids received during the last month are as follows:   

  

May 21st   May 27th  

CHS River Plains  $1.69/gal  $1.55/gal    

Hansen Oil Company   $1.59/gal  $1.59/gal     

 

Building / Flood Plain Development Permits: 

Brian Jankord – 40’ x 70’ garage building 

 

Motion was made by Gartner, seconded by Pinney to approve the above permit as presented contingent 

upon Jankord presenting an encroachment easement on Basin St. to the City. Motion carried.  

 

Departmental Reports: 

 

Administration 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Matt to approve a quote from Golden West 

Telecommunications for Hoisted Voice services as presented. This will include combined telephone and 

internet services for the finance office, police department, and airport. Motion carried.  

 

Motion was made by Matt, seconded by Pelle to approve the Joint Cooperative Agreement with Central 

SD Enhancement District (CSDED) for fiscal year 2026 in the amount of $1,238.21. Motion carried.  
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Airport 

Council reviewed concerns with the airport fuel tank as it is leaking around the bung.  

 

Following, motion was made by Matt, seconded by Gartner to authorize the airport committee to 

determine repairing and/or replacing the airport fuel tank. For the record, Westmor Industries has 

provided a quote to repair the leaking fuel tank in the amount of $16,468.00. Motion carried.  

 

Code Enforcement 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Pelle to approve the laying hen permit submitted by Tianna 

Weber. Motion carried with Weber abstaining.  

 

Fire 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve Jessica Hanson as a volunteer firefighter. 

Motion carried.  

 

Police  

The quarterly report was reviewed with Chief Buls.  

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Matt to approve the surplus and sale of the 2015 Ford Explorer 

through Purplewave. Motion carried. 

 

Street Dept. 

The monthly report was reviewed with PW Maintenance Shipp.  

 

Swimming Pool 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Gartner to approve the following additional swimming pool 

personnel per Health/Rec Committee’s recommendation for the 2025 season. Motion carried. 

 

 Kylie Filipiak, Lifeguard - $14.00/hr 

 

Water Dept. 

The monthly report was reviewed which noted a 7.17% water loss for the month of May.  

 

Concerns with brown water were mentioned. It was noted that public works staff will be flushing 

hydrants in the near future.  

 

Training/Travel: 

CA Smith will be attending the 2025 Finance Officer School on June 12th-13th in Pierre. 

 

CA Smith will be attending the SDML Workers Compensation Fund Board meeting on July 10th-11th in 

Deadwood.  

 

Public Comments:  

Weber mentioned concerns with pedestrians crossing the intersection of Pine St. and SD Hwy 73. She 

questioned if it would be possible to install a crosswalk or flashing signs to alert highway traffic when 

travelling south on SD Hwy 73.  

 

CA Smith advised that previous concerns have also been noted. She will reach out to the SD Dept. of 

Transportation to review options again and report back.  
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Mayor Miller addressed the Council with his mayoral resignation, effective following tonight’s meeting, 

as he will no longer be able to serve. 

 

Executive Session: 

At 7:45 p.m., motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Matt to enter into executive session per SDCL 1-

25-2(1) and (3), personnel and legal matters. Motion carried.  

  

At 7:54 p.m., motion was made by Gartner, seconded by Arthur to come out of executive session with the 

following action:   

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Pelle to accept Brit Miller’s resignation from the City of Philip 

Mayor position. Miller was thanked for his service to the city and community—8 years as council 

member and 3 years as mayor. Motion carried.  

 

Motion was then made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to appoint Council Member and Council President 

Marion Matt as mayor until the next city election, leaving a council vacancy in Ward II. Motion carried.  

 

An oath of office was then taken by Marion Matt for the mayoral position.  

 

In Other Business: 

City offices will be closed on June 19th in observance of the legal holiday.  

 

The next Regular Council Meeting will be held on Monday, July 7th at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Rm.  

 

With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Matt declared the meeting adjourned at 8:00 

p.m.    

  

  

 /s/ Marion Matt, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

/s/ Brittany Smith, City Administrator 

 

(Published once on June 12, 2025, at approximate cost of $_________) 

 

 


