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CITY OF PHILIP COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

REGULAR MEETING 

JULY 6, 2026 

 

A regular meeting of the Philip City Council was held on Monday, July 6, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Community Room of the Haakon Co. Courthouse. Present were Mayor Marion Matt, Council Members 

Terri Pelle, Greg Arthur, Tiana Weber, Marty Gartner, Beau Ravellette, and Scott Pinney. Also present 

were City Administrator Brittany Smith, Finance Officer Monna Van Lint, Chief of Police Ben Buls, 

Police Officer AJ Bennett, City Attorney Stephanie Trask, and Trisha Larson. 

 

Absent: None. 

  

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.     

 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Gartner to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Pelle, seconded by Weber to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as 

published. Motion carried. 

 

Motion was then made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve the payment of the bills from the 

appropriated funds as listed below. Motion carried. 

 

Gross Salaries – June 30, 2026: Mayor & Council - $4290.00; Admin - $5964.17; Finance - $4506.66; 

Public Works - $14039.97; Police - $9625.00; Rubble Site - $234.00; Swimming Pool - $14766.50; Econ 

Develop - $572.00  

 

Colonial Life Employee Supplemental Ins 6/26 88.65 

Credit Collections Bureau  Garnishment 6/26  200.86 

EFTPS SS/MC/WH 6/26  11291.57 

SDRS  Employee Retirement 6/26                 4481.30  

SDSRP Sup Retirement 6/26  100.00 

 

Add’l Bills – June 2026: 

Dooley’s Petroleum Inc 2400 gals Av Gas 6/26  12912.00 

 

ACH Payments: 

Century Business Products Copier Maint/IT 5-6/26 91.30  

Corporate Trust – US Bank SRF #4 Pay #48 7/26 11326.05 

 SRF #5 Pay #48 7/26 7905.24 

Delta Dental Dental Ins 7/26 884.80 

Delta Vision Vision Ins 7/26 218.32 

World Fuel Services/Ascent AIR Fuel Fee 7/26  30.00 

WR/LJ Rural Water Systems 5,142,000 gals 6/26 7970.10  

 Contract Min. 6/26 2500.00 

 AIR Water 6/26 40.00 

  South Shop Water 6/26        22.70 

 

Airport Projects: 

Helms & Assoc. Master Plan/ALP Eng 6/13/26  40829.26 
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Regular Bills: 

4E Foods Supplies/Resale 6/26 1095.96 

A to Z Shredding  Shredding 5/26 90.00 

Bad River Law Prof LLC Legal/Atty 6/26 415.00 

Brant’s Electric Repairs 6/26 269.14 

Buhmann Napa Supplies 5-6/26 139.44 

Cedar Shore Resort Mtg Room 6/26 241.60 

CHS River Plains Supplies/LP 5-6/26 4019.15 

Haakon Co Treasurer Office Rent 7/26 500.00 

 Library Approp 2026 750.00 

Hanson Oil  Fuel/LP/Supplies 6/26 2739.12  

Hawkins Inc Pool Chemical 6/26 906.50 

Health Pool of SD Health Ins 7/26 14159.43 

Hometown Computer Service LLC Park Camera Improv 6/26 4850.00 

Kieffer Sanitation 384 Residential Collections 6/26 10080.00  

Madison Nat’l Life Ins Life Ins 6/26 37.50 

Northwest Pipe Fittings Inc Fire Supplies 6/26 641.92 

O’Connell Construction Inc Gravel 6/26 425.36 

Philip Building Center Supplies/Repairs 6/26 178.50 

Philip Hardware Supplies/Repairs 6/26 389.41  

Philip Standard Fuel 5-6/26 1838.89 

Pinney, Alexis Cust Dep Refund 7/26 125.00 

Pioneer Review Publishing 5-6/26 2038.96 

Pocketful of Posies Memorial 4/26 75.00 

Qualified Presort Service LLC Billing/Postage 6/26 348.03 

Radarsign LLC Flashing School Signs 6/26 8124.00 

SD 811 Locates 4-6/26 40.95 

SD Dept of Revenue Sales Tax Payable 6/26 1201.27 

 Water Testing 6/26 20.00  

Sierra Design Signs Sign Stickers 6/26 109.84 

Smith, Brittany Mileage Reimb 6/26 195.75 

The Philip Pit Stop Fuel 5-6/26 671.32 

US Bank  9297.86 

Amazon Supplies/Repairs/Uni 5-6/26 2710.60 

AT&T Cell Phone 5/26 296.75  

Axon Tasers 2026 787.90 

Canva Dues 6/26 120.00 

Golden West  Telephone/Internet 6/26 538.53  

Microsoft Office FO/PD 365 6/26 63.76 

Travel Meals 6/26 16.93 

ULINE Barricades 6/26 816.57 

UPS Supplies 6/26 29.07 

USPS Supplies/Box Rent 6/26 277.70 

VeazyTech IT 6/26 86.33 

Verizon W AMR 5/26 80.02 

West Central Electric Electric 4/26 3473.70 

Wohlenberg, Ritzman & Co FY2025 W2/W3 Filing  525.00 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Total Bills                                                                                                                   138,357.67 

 

Old Business:  
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Noise Signage 

Council revisited the installation of noise ordinance signage following additional review by the SD Dept. 

of Transportation (DOT). The SD DOT confirmed that the city will need to adopt an ordinance that 

specifies and supports the enforcement of unmuffled dynamic engine braking. In turn, the signage 

language allowed along state highways is as follows: Unmuffled Dynamic Engine Braking Prohibited by 

City Ordinance.  

 

Following discussion, motion was made by Ravellette, seconded by Arthur to rescind action taken during 

the May 4th meeting to purchase and install noise signage as they will not comply with SD DOT 

regulations with the current ordinances in place. Motion carried.  

 
Council adjourned and reconvened as the new Council for 2026/2027. 

Certificates of Election were presented, and oaths of office were taken by the following individuals: 

Mayor: Marion Matt and Council Members: Greg Arthur - Ward I; Marty Gartner - Ward II; Beau 

Ravellette – Ward II (1 year term); and, Tiana Weber -Ward III.  

 

Matt then presented the following Council Committee Appointments for 2026/2027. It was noted that the 

first person listed is the head of the committee. 

 

AIRPORT BUDGET BUILDING GARBAGE HEALTH/REC  NUISANCE 

Pinney  Pinney  Gartner  Pelle  Weber   Pelle   

Arthur  Weber  Arthur  Ravellette Pinney   Pinney 

Pelle  Ravellette Ravellette Weber  Pelle   Ravellette 

 

POLICE SAFETY STREET WATER/SEWER 

Arthur  Gartner  Gartner  Pinney 

Weber  Pelle  Arthur  Gartner 

Gartner  Weber   Ravellette Arthur 

 

Mayor Matt then opened the floor for nominations for the Council President and Vice President for 

2026/2027.  

  

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Weber to nominate Pelle to the position of Council President 

and Gartner to the position of Council Vice President. With no further nominations, nominations cease 

and a unanimous ballot was cast for Pelle as Council President and Gartner as Vice President for 

2026/2027. Motion carried. 

  

The open meetings laws as prepared by the SD Attorney General’s Office were reviewed per SDCL 1-25-

13.  

 

New Business: 

 

7:10 pm, Public Hearing – Variance Request 
As advertised, a public hearing was held on the following variance request filed by John Heltzel for the 

property legally described as the N60’ of S225’ of Lots 1 - 3, Block 4, Russell Addition, City of Philip, 

Haakon County, SD (Parcel #9370).  

 

City Ordinance #11-601(a), Side Yard - Application has been made to occupy four feet (4’) of the 

required five foot (5’) side yard setback on the north side of the above property.  

 

Mayor Matt called for any comments from the floor, either for or against, said variance request.  
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Following review, motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve the requested variance as 

presented above. Motion carried.  

 

Motion was then made by Gartner, seconded by Arthur to approve John Heltzel’s building permit for a 

carport as presented. Motion carried. 

 

7:15 pm, Public Hearing – Variance Request 
As advertised, a public hearing was held on the following variance request filed by Trisha Larson 

(Ginny’s) for the property legally described as the N115’ of Lot 1 & 2, Block 23, Original Town, City of 

Philip, Haakon County, SD (Parcel #9044 & 9046). 

 

City Ordinance #11-201(2)(9), Residence District: Application has been made to place a 4’ x 8’ 

advertising sign in the front yard. 

 

Mayor Matt called for any comments from the floor, either for or against, said variance request.  

 

Following review, motion was made by Pelle, seconded by Ravellette to approve Trisha Larson’s 

requested variance as presented above for Ginny’s advertising sign, for the purpose of promoting the local 

business. Said variance is granted on the condition that any replacement of said sign shall be of the 3’ x 3’ 

size as allowed for other businesses in the residential district. Motion carried.  

 

Motion was then made by Arthur, seconded by Pinney to approve Trisha Larson’s building permit for a 

Ginny’s advertising sign as presented. Motion carried. 

 

Improvement Projects 

The council reviewed updated punch lists for the Kroetch Addition, Stewart Ave., and Northeast Sewer 

improvement projects. In addition, the current damages incurred and retainage withheld on the projects 

were discussed.  

 

Council reviewed a request from Philip Charities to transfer Lot 7, Block 1, Kroetch Addition for 

economic development purposes. This includes deferring the $30,000 donation until a spec house is 

constructed by local investors and the property is sold.  

 

Following a lengthy discussion, motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Ravellette to approve the 

transfer of Lot 7, Block 1, Kroetch Addition to Philip Charities per the MOU. In addition, the donation of 

the lot is deferred for economic development purposes--until the property is occupied with a house and 

sold. Motion carried.  

 

Council reviewed the following L/P Propane bids received during June 2026.  

  

                                 June 1st         June 8th  June 11th     June 17th   June 23rd       June 29th               

CHS Farmers Alliance No Bid        $1.50/gal     No Bid       $1.50/gal $1.50/gal       $1.50/gal 

Hanson Oil  $1.69/gal     $1.69/gal $1.69/gal    $1.69/gal $1.69/gal       $1.69/gal     

 

Building / Flood Plain Development Permits: 

Kenneth Drury – shed replacement; Floren & Deborah Falzone – house & garage; Tristen Schofield – 

shed. 

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve the above permits as presented. Motion 

carried.  
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Departmental Reports: 

 

Administration 

The quarterly report included a review of the City's year-to-date financials, investments, and sales tax 

revenues.  

 

Airport 

The quarterly report was reviewed which included the year-to-date airport fuel revenues. The airport 

wings and wheels event was also reported as being a success.  

 

Building 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Ravellette to approve the second reading of Ordinance #2026-

10, Establishing Front Yard Setback for Kroetch Addition in Chapter 11, Building Regulations. Motion 

carried with all members voting aye.  

 

Economic Development 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Weber to approve the Healthy Landscape Communities 

Partnership Agreement with SD State University. It was noted that they will provide an assessment to 

address safety and strengthen the downtown area with one focus being the intersection of Pine St. and SD 

Hwy 73. There is no cost to participate in the program. Motion carried.  

 

Fire 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve Sean Dunker and Terry Hammel as 

volunteer firefighters. Motion carried.  

 

Police Department 

The monthly report was reviewed with Chief Buls. He also updated the council on the current status of 

the police vehicle camera system, noting that he will be obtaining quotes to upgrade them.  

 

Street Department 

The monthly report was reviewed. 

 

Council expressed their appreciation to the State of SD for the installation of the flashing stop signs at the 

intersection of US Hwy 14 and SD Hwy 73. 

 

Motion was then made by Gartner, seconded by Arthur to approve the quote from Valley Sweeping in the 

amount of $5481.48 to paint parking stripes and curb radii in the downtown area. Motion carried. 

  

Swimming Pool 

The final day of operation for the season will be determined in the near future.  

 

Water Department 

The monthly report was reviewed which noted a 4.3% water loss for the month of June. 

 

Public Comments:  

None.  

 

Executive Session:   

At 8:04 p.m., motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Gartner to enter into executive session per SDCL 

1-25-2(3), legal matters, with Atty Trask and CA Smith. Motion carried.  
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At 8:07 p.m., motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Weber to come out of executive session. 

 

No action was taken.  

 

In Other Business: 

The 2026 budget planning session will be held on Thursday, July 30th at 3:30 p.m. in the Ambulance 

Building.  

 

The next Regular Council Meeting will be held on Monday, Aug. 3rd at 7:00 p.m. in the Community 

Room.  

 

With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Matt declared the meeting adjourned at 8:08 

p.m. 

 

/s/ Marion Matt, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

/s/ Brittany Smith, City Administrator 

 

(Published once on July 16, 2026, at approximate cost of $_________) 


