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CITY OF PHILIP COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

REGULAR MEETING 

FEBRUARY 3, 2025 

 

A regular meeting of the Philip City Council was held on Monday, February 3, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Community Room of the Haakon Co. Courthouse. Present were Mayor Brit Miller, Council Members 

Tiana Weber, Greg Arthur, Marty Gartner, Scott Pinney, Terri Pelle, and Marion Matt. Also present were 

City Administrator Brittany Smith, Finance Officer Monna Van Lint, Police Officer AJ Bartlett, and 

Haakon Co. Director Equalization Sara Pfeifle; and later, City Attorney Stephanie Trask and Chief of 

Police Ben Buls. 

 

Absent: None. 

 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.    

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Gartner, seconded by Pinney to approve the meeting minutes from Dec. 30, 2024, 

and Jan. 6, 2025, as published. Motion carried. 

 

Motion was then made by Matt, seconded by Arthur to approve the payment of the bills from the 

appropriated funds as listed below. Motion carried. 

 

Gross Salaries – Jan. 31, 2025: Admin - $5666.67; Finance - $4376.66; Police - $9187.50; Rubble Site - 

$37.00; Econ Develop - $688.00; Water - $13173.31 

 

Colonial Life Employee Supplemental Ins 1/25 88.65 

Credit Collections Bureau  Garnishment 1/25  200.86 

EFTPS SS/MC/WH 1/25  7338.46 

SDRS  Employee Retirement 1/25                 4256.00 

SDSRP     Sup Retirement 1/25          100.00 

 

ACH Payments: 

Century Business Products  Copier Maint 12/24-1/25   35.63 

Corporate Trust – US Bank  SRF #6 Pay #18 11/24    4917.84 

     SRF #7 Pay #18 11/24    5766.78 

Delta Dental    Dental Ins 2/25     855.40 

Optilegra    Vision Ins 2/25     107.00 

World Fuel Services/Ascent AIR Fuel Fee 2/25  30.00 

WR/LJ Rural Water Systems  1,941,000 gals 1/25    3008.55  

     Contract Min. 1/25    2500.00 

     AIR Water 1/25     40.00 

  South Shop Water 1/25        20.00 

 

Airport Improvement Projects: 

Helms & Assoc. Runway Const Adm 1/25  2937.46 

SD Dept of Ag & Nat Resources Stormwater Const Fee 1/25  250.00 

 

Infrastructure Improvement Projects: 

Haakon Co Title Owners Report – Kroetch Add 1/25 250.00 

SPN & Assoc Const Eng – Kroetch Add 1/25  11318.23 
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This Month's Bills: 

4E Foods    Supplies 1/25     3.90 

Axon Enterprises Inc   PD Taser Bundle Pay #4 2025   1051.19 

A-Z Shredding    Shredding 1/25     27.01 

Bad River Law Prof LLC  Atty/Legal Fees 1/25    240.00 

City of Philip    Park/Rec Water Approp 2025   2417.75 

Country Inn & Suites   SDARWS Mtg Rooms 1/25   322.00 

Haakon Co Treasurer   Office Rent 2/25    500.00 

Hanson Oil    Fuel/LP 1/25     2585.16 

Health Pool of SD   Health Ins 1/25     12970.25 

Ingram Pest Service Inc   RS Pest Srv 1/25    78.00 

Kennedy Implement   Repairs 1/25     21.80 

Kieffer Sanitation   378 Residential Collections 1/25   5394.06  

Morrison’s Pit Stop   AIR Repairs 1/25    219.99 

Northwest Pipe Fittings Inc  W/S Resale 1/25    2467.76  

Qualified Presort Service LLC  Billing/Postage 1/25    334.45 

Philip Hardware   Supplies 12/24-1/25    112.28  

Philip Motor Inc   Supplies 1/25     25.00 

Philip Standard    Fuel/Repairs 1/25    223.61  

Pioneer Review    Publishing 1/25     601.58 

Rumford, Tamara   Cust Dep Refund 2/25    100.00 

SD Dept of Revenue   Sales Tax Payable 1/25    475.45 

     W Testing 1/25     15.00 

SD DOT Airport Conference  Conf Reg 2/25     200.00 

The Philip Pit Stop   Fuel 1/25     107.23 

Thorson, Hannah   Cust Dep Balance 2/25    59.05 

US Bank          4679.84 

Amazon    Supplies/Uni 1/25 201.54 

AT&T     Cell Phone 11-12/24 225.64  

Blue to Gold Store   PD Supplies 1/25 69.98 

Golden West     Telephone/Internet 12/24 636.35  

Microsoft Office   FO/PD 365 1/25 51.56 

Travel     Meals 1/25 37.78 

USPS     Postage 1/25 6.10 

Verizon     W AMR 12/24 80.02 

West Central Electric    Electric 12/24 3370.87  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Total Expenditures – 2/3/25              $67,269.25 

 

Old Business:  

None. 

 

New Business: 

Sara Pfeifle, Haakon Co. Director of Equalization, addressed the Council with the 2025 property 

assessments payable in 2026. It was noted that the city property assessments will increase approximately 

10% to reflect the market conditions in order to meet the required 85% sales ratio required by the State. 

She also shared her the future plans of her office including a land value study and reassessments.  

 

Council then discussed City Ordinances #15-505 and #15-508, regarding chicken coops and prohibiting 

the keeping of chickens. This was previously discussed back in 2022, and another inquiry to allow 

chickens has been received. 
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Discussion ensued. The previous draft ordinance presented back in 2022 (Ord. #2022-12) was reviewed 

including the proposed restrictions if chickens were to be allowed. It was recommended that the same be 

considered with the exception of also allowing them on rental properties contingent upon the property 

owner’s consent.  

 

Following a straw poll of the council, an amendment to the above City Ordinances will be considered at 

the next meeting.  

 

Infrastructure Improvement Projects: 

Council was informed that the Kroetch Addition pre-construction meeting was held this afternoon. H&W 

Contracting provided an updated construction schedule and is planning to start the project on Feb. 11, 

2025. The Stewart Ave. and Northeast Sewer projects will start later in the spring and a separate pre-

construction meeting will be held.  

 

The SD Governor’s Office of Economic Development has approved an amendment to the city’s 

community development block grant award for the Stewart Ave. and Northeast Sewer projects. This 

included granting an extension until Mar. 6, 2026, to complete the project. 

 

Airport Improvement Projects: 

The airport runway pre-construction meeting has been scheduled for Mar. 6th at 3:30 pm at the ambulance 

building.  

 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Arthur to approve the Engineering Agreement with Helms & 

Associations to complete the Master Plan (MP) study and Airport Layout Plan (ALP) project (AIP #3-46-

0043-019-2025/#3-46-0043-020-2025) and authorize the mayor’s signature thereon. Motion carried. 

 

The propane bids received in January are as follows.  

 

    Jan. 2nd    Jan. 13th  

CHS River Plains  $1.70/gal  $1.75/gal. 

Hanson Oil Company   $1.54/gal  $1.64/gal   

  

Departmental Reports: 

 

Airport 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve the quote from Big C Signs for new fuel 

sign in the amount of $3548.99. Motion carried. 

 

Economic Development 

Council reviewed a progress report on economic development and chamber happenings from Doreen 

Vetter, Community Development Director.  

 

Garbage 

Motion was made by Gartner, seconded by Matt to authorize bidding the Residential Garbage Contract, 

effective June 1, 2025. The bid opening will take place on Feb. 26th. Motion carried.  

 

Police Dept.  

The quarterly report was reviewed with Chief Buls.  
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Rubble Site 

Council reviewed the inspection report completed by SD DANR on Nov. 13, 2024. No deficiencies were 

noted. In addition, it was reported that B&B Recycling recently recycled the metal pile.  

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to authorize soliciting quotes for pest control services 

for May 1, 2025, to April 30, 2028. Motion carried.  

 

Street Dept.  

The monthly report was reviewed. 

 

Motion was made by Gartner, seconded by Matt to approve the quote from Kennedy Implement for a new 

Grasshopper mower in the amount of $14,408. Price includes trading in the current Grasshopper mower 

purchased in 2013 for $12,700. Motion carried. 

 

Motion was then made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve the first reading of Ordinance #2025-

01, Supplemental Appropriations, Mower Purchase. Motion carried.  

 

Water Dept.  

The water loss for the month of January was reported at 5.06%.  

 

Training/Travel: 

CA Smith and PWD Reckling will be attending the 2025 SD Airport Conference on Apr. 1st-3rd in 

Deadwood.  

 

Executive Session:  

At 8:03 p.m., motion was made by Matt, seconded by Arthur to enter into executive session per SDCL 1-

25-2(1), personnel. Pinney abstained from the executive session. Motion carried. 

 

At 8:14 p.m., motion was made by Matt, seconded by Pelle to come out of executive session with the 

following action:  

 

Motion was made by Pelle, seconded by Matt to offer the part-time administrative assistant position to 

Cheyenne Fortune at an hourly rate of $20.00. Motion carried with Pinney and Gartner abstaining.  

 

Public Comments:  

None. 

 

In Other Business: 

City offices will be closed Feb. 17th in observance of the legal holiday. 

 

Mayor and council petitions must be filed in the City Office by 5:00 p.m. on Feb. 28, 2025. 

 

Council will meet in special session to sit as Local Board of Equalization on Monday, Mar. 17th at 4:00 

p.m. in the community room. Citizens are advised that the PT-17 Form must be filed with the Finance 

Office by no later than 5:00 p.m. on Mar. 13, 2025. 

 

The next regular meeting will be held on Monday, Mar. 3rd at 7:00 p.m. in the community room of the 

Haakon Co. Courthouse. 

 

With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Miller declared the meeting adjourned at 

8:15 p.m. 
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/s/ Brit Miller, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

/s/ Brittany Smith, City Administrator 

 

(Published once on February 13, 2025, at approximate cost of $_________) 

 


