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CITY OF PHILIP COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

REGULAR MEETING 

AUGUST 3, 2026 

 

A regular meeting of the Philip City Council was held on Monday, August 3, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Community Room of the Haakon Co. Courthouse. Present were Mayor Marion Matt, Council Members 

Greg Arthur, Terri Pelle, Marty Gartner, Tiana Weber and Scott Pinney. Also present were City 

Administrator Brittany Smith, Finance Officer Monna Van Lint, Public Works Director Matt Reckling, 

Chief of Police Ben Buls, Mike Moses, Jeff McCormick and Jacob Sonne with SPN & Assoc., Fredrick 

Seaman, HCYW Representatives: Courtney Kjerstad, Ella Smith, Erin Fitzgerald, Jess Smith and Marla 

Guptill; and later, Attorney Stephanie Trask, Truett Fitch and Council Member Beau Ravellette.  

  

Absent: None. 

 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.     

 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Arthur to approve the agenda as presented with a change to 

move public comment after the executive session. Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Pelle, seconded by Arthur to approve the minutes of the last meeting as published. 

Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Pinney to approve the payment of the bills from the 

appropriated funds as listed below. Motion carried. 

 

Gross Salaries – July 31, 2026: Admin - $5964.17; Finance - $4506.66; Public Works - $14039.97; Police 

- $9625.00; Rubble Site - $312.00; Swimming Pool - $25283.43; Econ Develop - $1320.00 

 

Colonial Life Employee Supplemental Ins 7/26 88.65 

Credit Collections Bureau  Garnishment 7/26  200.86 

EFTPS SS/MC/WH 7/26  13464.70 

SDRS  Employee Retirement 7/26                 4481.30 

SDSRP Sup Retirement 7/26  100.00 

 

Add’l Bills – July 2026: 

1st Nat’l Bank Supplies – 7/26  26.37 

 

ACH Payments: 

Century Business Products Copier Maint 6-7/26 34.62 

Corporate Trust – US Bank SRF #6 Pay #25 8/26 4917.84 

 SRF #7 Pay #25 8/26 5766.78 

Delta Dental Dental Ins 8/26 884.80 

Delta Vision Vision Ins 8/26 218.32 

World Fuel Services/Ascent AIR Fuel Fee 8/26  30.00 

WR/LJ Rural Water Systems 4,690,000 gals 7/26 7269.50  

 Contract Min. 7/26 2500.00 

 AIR Water 7/26 42.70 

  South Shop Water 7/26        25.40 

 

Airport Improvement Projects: 

Helms & Assoc. Master Plan/ALP Eng 7/18/26  12684.34   
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This Month's Bills: 

4E Foods Resale/Supplies 7/26 759.24  

Associated Supply Co Inc Pool Repairs 6/26 322.33 

Brant’s Electric LLC AIR Repairs 7/26 137.76 

Buls, William Mileage/Supplies Reimb 7/26 175.52 

Dakota Pump Inc LS Inspections 7/26 600.00 

Haakon Co Treasurer Office Rent 8/26 500.00 

Hanson Oil  Fuel/Supplies 7/26 1112.69  

Hawkins Inc Chemical 7/26 703.25 

Health Pool of SD Health Ins 8/26 14159.43 

Hustedde, Jacob Refund Cust Dep Bal 8/26 52.98 

Kieffer Sanitation 382 Residential Collections 7/26 10027.50 

Lookout Plan + Code Consulting Code Review 6/26 600.00 

Madison Nat’l Life Ins Life Ins 8/26 37.50 

Northwest Pipe Fittings Inc Fire Supplies 7/26 4197.21 

O’Connell Construction Inc Crushed Asphalt 7/26 178.20 

Philip Bronc Match 2026 Adv Approp 1500.00 

Philip Hardware  Supplies/Tools 7/26 307.23 

Philip Motor Inc Supplies/Repairs 7/26 57.10 

Pinney, Kaylor Refund Cust Dep Bal 8/26 53.59 

Pioneer Review Publishing 7/26 238.11 

Phoenix Uniform & Tactical Buls BFV Uni 7/26 1589.76 

Qualified Presort Service LLC Billing/Postage 7-8/26 716.58 

SD Assoc Rural Water Systems Dues 2026 525.00 

SD Dept of Revenue Sales Tax Payable 7/26 978.18 

 Pool Testing 6-7/26 115.00  

The Septic Guys LLC AIR/Lake Toilets 6-7/26 550.00 

The Philip Pit Stop Fuel 6-7/26 1607.94 

US Bank  5693.44 

Amazon Supplies/Equip 7/26 511.92 

AT&T Cell Phone 7/26 290.18  

Golden West  Telephone/Internet 7/26 561.15  

Microsoft Office FO/PD 365 7/26 63.76 

Savvik Buying Group PD Uni 6/26 98.00 

Thomson Reuters SDCL Sub 6/26 33.25 

UPS Supplies 6-7/26 70.60 

USPS Supplies 7/26 32.30 

Verizon W AMR 7/26 80.02 

Warne Chemical & Equipment Supplies 7/26 226.20 

West Central Electric  Electric 5/26 3726.06  

UU Inc – Valley Sweeping ST Striping/Painting 7/26 5438.68 

Van Diest Supply Co Chemical 7/26 4995.00 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Total Bills   92,303.52 

 

Old Business:  

None. 

 

New Business: 
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Infrastructure Improvement Projects: 

Jacob Sonne and Jeff McCormick, City Engineers with SPN & Assoc, updated the council on the Kroetch 

Addition, Stewart Ave. and NE Sewer projects. It was noted that there is minor work remaining and 

damages will continue to occur until final completion. Discussion ensued regarding the completion of the 

projects and options should the contractor fail to fulfill their obligations.   

 

McCormick then reviewed the condition of Myrtle Avenue and High Street. The city is currently 

televising the sewer main and once that information is available, they will be able to provide more 

guidance. In the meantime, he does not recommend chip sealing as its main function is to shed water—

does not provide stability. He also recommended placing the project back on the State Water Plan for 

funding eligibility.  

 

Motion was made by Weber, seconded by Pelle to approve substantial completion for the Kroetch 

Addition project, effective July 22, 2026. Motion carried.  

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to authorize submitting another extension to the SD 

GOED for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding. Motion carried.  

 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Gartner to authorize submitting an extension to the SDHDA 

for the Housing Infrastructure Program grant funding. Motion carried.  

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve the transfer of Lot 6, Block 1, Kroetch 

Addition to Philip Charities per the MOU. Motion carried.  

 

Prairie Drive Drainage Concerns: 

Council reviewed concerns from Mike Moses regarding constant ground water flowing at his 208 Prairie 

Drive property that is causing drainage issues on his property and the street. He is proposing to install 

drain tile and a sump pump to discharge the water into the city sewer system.  

 

McCormick advised that discharging ground water into the sewer system is not ideal, but in this instance 

it is about safety concerns. He suggested that it only runs into the sewer system during the winter months 

to prevent ice buildup on the street. 

 

By general consensus, Reckling was directed to work with Moses to address the ground water issues per 

Ord. #5-204(n) with the understanding that it can only discharge into the sewer system during the winter 

months (Nov. 1st to Apr. 30th).  

 

Water and Sewer Connection Request: 

Truett Fitch addressed the council again with his previous request to connect to the city water and sewer 

system for property outside the city limits. (For the record, he had initially reviewed and submitted this 

same request back in September and December 2024—permit tabled until he addressed the city engineer 

and building committee’s recommendations.)  

 

Fitch advised that he has reached out to SD Dept. of Agriculture and Natural Resources (DANR) as 

recommended and has also made initial contact with SPN & Assoc. to design the infrastructure.  

 

No action was taken.  

 

Executive Session: 
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At 7:28 p.m., motion was made by Weber, seconded by Pelle to enter into executive session per SDCL 1-

25-2(3), legal matters, with Atty Trask, CA Smith, McCormick and Sonne present. Council Member 

Gartner was excused. Motion carried.  

  

At 7:48 p.m., motion was made by Weber, seconded by Pinney Weber to come out of executive session 

with the following action:   

  

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Arthur to authorize SPN & Assoc. to survey White Ave. from 

Oak St. to Pine St. This will include marking the block corners at an estimated cost of $3200.00. Motion 

carried with Gartner abstaining.  

 

Public Comments:  

Marla Guptill, President of HCYW, addressed the council with various concerns regarding the Kiddie 

Park. This ranged from the current lease agreement between the city and HCYW to park vandalism, 

maintenance, security camera system, etc. 

 

The council will revisit the lease agreement and concerns at the Sept. 7th meeting.   

 

Building/Flood Plain Dev. Permits: 

Bad River Home Builders, LLC – house with attached garage 

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Weber to approve the above permit as presented. Motion 

carried. 

 

Departmental Reports: 

 

Administration 

Motion was made by Pelle, seconded by Pinney to approve the first reading of Ordinance #2026-12, 2027 

Municipal Appropriations. This reflects maintaining the same property tax request as in 2024, 2025, and 

2026--banking 8.4% of CPI (loss of 3.0% CPI from 2024). Motion carried with all members voting aye. 

 

Council reviewed correspondence from Haakon County, advising that office rent will increase from $500 

to $1,000 per month, effective Jan. 1, 2027. It was mentioned that the 2027 budget includes the increase 

and the current office lease agreement will also need to be updated.  

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Gartner to approve amending the Rotation for Department 

Updates to the Council policy as presented. Motion carried. 

 

Airport 

Council reviewed the updated Capital Improvement Plan which reflects delaying future airport projects 

until 2028. 

 

Police 

The monthly report was reviewed with Chief Buls.  

  

Rubble Site 

Motion was made by Pinney, seconded by Weber to authorize proceeding forward with the Garbage 

Committee’s proposal for the rubble site land as presented and survey the property involved. This 

includes the city exchanging 2.58 +/- acres for 1.82 +/- acres with the Coyle family. Motion carried. 
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Swimming Pool 

The last day of the 2026 season is Aug. 11, 2026. The First National Bank is also hosting Free Swim Day 

on Aug. 7, and the pool will be closed on Aug. 8, 2026.  

 

Street 

The monthly report was reviewed. 

 

Motion was made by Arthur, seconded by Ravellette to approve the surplus and sale of the 2013 Ford 

F150 XLT pickup via Purplewave auction. Motion carried. 

 

Water 

The quarterly report was reviewed. The water loss for the month of July 2026 was reported at 12.91%. 

 

Council reviewed the emergency water conservation measures implemented by West River / Lyman 

Jones (WR/LJ) in July. The current restrictions are in place until Sept. 30th unless notified otherwise.  

 

Council also reviewed correspondence from WR/LJ regarding the following water rate increases, 

effective Jan. 1, 2027. These adjustments apply to all of their bulk water communities.  

 

Monthly base charge for 500,000 gallons per day will increase from $2,500 to $2,750 

Volumetric rate will increase from $1.55 to $1.70 per 1,000 gallons.  

 

CA Smith advised that she will be reaching out to SD Association of Rural Water Systems to update the 

city water rate study. 

 

Motion was made by Gartner, seconded by Arthur to approve the Water Purchase Agreement with 

Blattner Energy for the artesian well. Motion carried.  

 

In Other Business: 

City Offices will be closed on Monday, Sept. 7th in observance of the legal holiday. 

 

The next Regular Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 8th at 7:00 p.m. in the Community 

Room.  

 

With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Matt declared the meeting adjourned at 8:35 

p.m.  

        

 

/s/ Marion Matt, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

/s/ Brittany Smith, City Administrator 

 

(Published once on Aug. 13, 2026, at approximate cost of $_________) 


